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SMOKING HOGS
By Nick Markowski

Myself and my wife had the pleasure of fishing the 8th annual Red Foxx invitational.

A unique tournament based on how many fish you can catch bigger than 8 inches, 
In a 6-hour time frame. This is a different aspect for me. I’m use to regular format 
tournaments where most weight wins.

Prefishing for any tournament is key. The process of spot elimination is a huge factor. 
Check as many spots as you can for fish it never hurts to have a back up plan. Bait 
selection is very important. Especially if you have a partner who has never fished 
a tournament with you. Simple plan for us Gluster spoons and minnow rods was or 
selection.  If you can jig for walleye you can jig for Perch.  I can’t preach this enough 
Perch fishing if you can find a location where Perch are actively coming through the 
hole STAY PUT!!!  This means about a school every twenty minutes or so. This is 
exactly what we did. Pulling 41 fish out of the water good enough for 1st place. I don’t 
believe in chasing fish all around the lake in a tournament. It just waste to much time.

Keep bait in the water at all times. No bait no fish.  Perch will stay in the hole longer 
when rods are in.  Have back up rods ready to drop in while you’re taking your fish off 
the hook. Last but not least keep a positive attitude, stay focused and keep the morale 
boosted.
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CONSERVATION PLEDGE
I give my pledge as an American to save 

and faithfully defend from waste the natural 
resources of my country, its air, soil and 
minerals, its forests, waters and wildlife.

The WALLEYE WORLD is the official monthly newsletter of 
the Lake St. Clair Walleye Association (a 501c3 non-profit 
organization). We welcome all written/photo contributions from 
the members. Written/photo contributions can be submitted to 
editorlscwa@gmail.com. All written or photo contributions are 
the property of the LSCWA Walleye World and subject to edit. 
We reserve the right to refuse any material. Views and opinions 
expressed in the Walleye World are those of the author and 
do not necessarily represent the views and opinions of the 
LSCWA, its members, or its advertisers. The LSCWA, the 
Walleye World or its publisher assumes no liability with respect 
to the use of information contained herein. 700 copies printed 
each month (1,200 for Jan. & None for Nov.)

EDITORS: Tim Muir & Jeff Vantorre 
Send articles and/or photos to 

editorlscwa@gmail.com

FEBRUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING IS 

February 16th
Log onto our website to find out what is 

happening in and around the Club
www.lscwa.net

CUT OUT COUPON & MAIL

APPLICATION FORM
AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Make check or money order payable to:
LAKE ST. CLAIR WALLEYE ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 130
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

PLEASE PRINT

NAME   _______________________________

ADDRESS   ___________________________

CITY ______________  STATE ___  ZIP  ____

PHONE ___________________

EMAIL ________________________________

q Single Membership $40.00
q Family Membership $45.00 
Includes Spouse & Children to 
16 years
q Renewal

q Senior Citizens $30.00
Includes Spouse
q Senior Family $35.00 
Includes Spouse &  
Grandchildren to 16 years
q Junior $15.00 
Children up to 16 Years Old

q CHECK HERE IF THIS IS AN ADDRESS CHANGE

Referred By:_________________________________________

How did you hear about us? ____________________________

___________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Winter 2022

 

Feb 16th........ General membership meeting

Feb 20th........ Kids ice outing at LSC metro park

Feb 22nd........BOD meeting

March 16th......General membership meeting

March 22nd......BOD meeting
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LSCWA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President – Jeff VanTorre
Vice President – Eric Lenz

Financial Secretary – Bob Barnes
Recording Secretary –  Rick Okerjhjelm
Membership Secretary – Don Murray

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Past President (1 year), Rich Benson                           
ALTERNATES
Pete Kohnen

2021-20232021-2023
Richard Koch

Mike Demanski
Dan Schmidt
Mike Roush

Tim Muir

2020-20212020-2021
Dr. Kirk Cleland

Jared Roe
Rob Barnes
Dick Benson

Nick Marklowski
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
We are slowly trucking along 
through the wintertime and 
before we know it we will be 
out fishing on the river soon 
for trophy walleyes. I hope that 
you all have gotten a chance 
to get out and enjoy some time 
on the ice this year. 
Our club had a great time 
this past month at the Novi 
fishing show. Thank you to all the club members that came out 
and volunteered their time to help promote our club and work the 
booth. It was nice to finally be back at a sport show and seeing 
familiar faces that we haven’t seen quite some time. 
 With that being said we have dropped a major announcement 
during the fishing show and if you haven’t heard, our club’s 
biggest event, May madness has upped the first-place guaranteed 
prize from $10,000 to $12,000 for the one-day event!! We are 
really looking forward to this year’s event as much as everyone 
else. May Madness is Michigan’s biggest one event. 
February 20th marks our clubs’ annual kids ice outing which will 
be taking place at the back basin (sea wall shelter) at the lake 
St. Clair metropolitan beach. This event is free and open to the 
public. 
We are always looking for articles for our clubs newsletter, 
if you have anything you would like to submit, tips, stories, 
pictures, recipes, etc. you can easily do that by sending an email 
to lscwaemail@gmail.com we look forward to receiving your 
submitted articles. Let’s help build this newsletter up with great 
content from our outstanding membership! Remember This is 
YOUR club be a part of it.
Everyone please be safe on the ice if you find yourself going out. 

Jeff VanTorre
LSCWA president

Remember this is YOUR club
be a part of it!!

BINGO
EVERY SUNDAY

Prizes are mounting every week. Come 
on out give it a try and support your club. 
Prizes total $2200 every night or more!  

20791 E. 13 Mile Rd 
Roseville, MI 48066  

 
Doors open at 4PM • Play at 6PM  

We are always looking for volunteers.
See Rich at our meetings or events. 

3
350 CURRENT MEMBERS

MISSION STATEMENT
To protect, preserve, and promote the walleye  
fishing in Michigan through conservation, education, 
and enhancing fishing opportunities for all;  
celebrating our tradition since 1976.

MEMBERS:  
DUES MUST BE CURRENT  

TO FISH ALL DERBIES!
PLEASE SEE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

START THEM 
YOUNG
Alex and Madelynn Roush at the 
end of a good day of fishing on 
Lake St. Clair.  Son and daughter 
of Matt and Elizabeth Roush 
and grandchildren of L.S.C.W.A. 
member Mike Roush and wife 
Diana.

TREEHOUSE 
BREAKFAST
BY RICHARD KOCH
Here we are again, another new 
year 2022. Our first breakfast 
was at Bob Evans. Those 
attending were Joann Koch, 

Richard Koch, John Sulkowski, Curtis Patton, Mark Carlson, 
Dan Schmidt, and Dale Billings. Most discussions were on 
covid, ice fishing, and some personal health problems. Our 
next treehouse breakfast will be at Rose’s family dining. 31301 
Harper, St. Clair Shores Feb 23rd 8am.
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FINICKY FEBRUAY
WALLEYE 
Walleye have a tendency to get finicky in February because the 
lakes have been frozen over for some time and oxygen levels 
are low.  Temperatures are also at their coldest in February, 
which puts the walleye in a dormant or inactive state, leading 
them to be much less aggressive.  When the walleye are like this 
you have to do what we call “force feed” them.  These fish are 
hungry but do not want to exert much energy chasing bait fish, 
and they become mainly bottom scavengers.  They are more 
likely to eat wigglers, dead minnows, fresh water shrimp, and 
anything else they do not have to exert much energy to catch.  
When this happens you can definitely tell by the way they act on 
your sonar or underwater camera.  They will stop chasing your 
bait up into the water column or they will rise up a couple feet 
in the water column to stare at the bait and then leave without 
engaging.  They spend most of the time looking for inactive bait 
on the bottom.  When this occurs, there are two techniques that I 
implement to catch these less aggressive walleye.  

The first technique is to use live bait on a deadstick with a slip 
bobber just inches off the bottom.  On the deadstick I use split 
shots to weight my line so my bobber is neutral buoyant.  That way 
when the fish takes my minnow he does not feel the resistance 
of the bobber.  I leave my spool open so the fish can run with it.  I 
do not set my hook right away.  Sometimes I will let the fish run 
with the open spool for 5 to 10 minutes.  During the few minutes I 
let the fish run with my bait, he might swim a bit and stop several 
times.  When he stops each time he is repostitioning that minnow 
in his mouth until its rotated and repositioned to be head first into 
his mouth, and then he will swallow it.  You will know that the fish 
has swallowed the bait when he takes off again and it just keeps 
spooling and he does not stop.

The second presentation that I like to use is the 3/8 VMC Moon 
Eye Jig Head.  This is my jig head of choice because it has a 
thin wire shank and glows up really bright.  The way I rig this 
is I put the hook through the mouth and out the gills, push the 
minnow on all the way to the head of the jig, rotate the hook 90°, 
and punch it through the body just below the dorsal fin.  This will 
bypass the air bladder and keep your minnow alive longer.  This 
presentation allows the jig head to stay vertical while the minnow 
is lying on its side.  Because I have bypassed the air bladder and 
the minnow will live longer, it will swim around on its side as it 
has been attached to the jig head.  This mimics a dying minnow 
flopping around on the bottom.  This is probably my favorite 
presentation all year round because pounding the jig head into 
the dirt creates a vibration that the attracts the walleye through 
their lateral line.  It also mimics a dying minnow flopping around 
on its side on the bottom.  A dying minnow is an easy meal for a 
lethargic walleye.

When walleye are in this state of lethargy, they will slide in on 
the bottom in a way that you will not even know they are there 
on your sonar or flasher.  A large majority of these fish will eat 

this presentation while its lying in the dirt and you won’t even 
know they are there until you lift your rod and feel the weight.

When you are working this presentation you will want slow and 
easy jigs, nothing too aggressive.  Aggressive jigging will spook 
the fish.  They are looking for an easier, slower moving meal 
over a quick moving minnow.  That is why both of the above 
presentations are so effective during late ice conditions when 
the walleye are lazy. I hope this helps everyone put more fish 
on the ice this year and good luck fishing.

- Captain Brandon Stanton
Team Gunsmoke Sportfishing

989-963-0215
Teamgunsmokesportfishing.com

MUCC 
KIDS CAMP
BY TIM MUIR

This year we will again be sending a few members kids or 
grandkids to MUCC kids camp. After a 2 year break, camp will 
be returning as it was prior to the 2 year stoppage. We will be 
sending kids to the fishing camp, which is for 9-11 year old kids 
and there is 3 available camps. 1 is June 26-July 1.
The second is July 10-15. And the 3rd is August 7-12. If you 
have a kid or grandkid that would be interested please see me or 
give me a call. The camp brochure is also available at MUCC’s 
website mucc.org. I would like to get sign ups no later than the 
March meeting.
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 Lake St. Clair Walleye Association’s  

2022 Annual Children’s Ice Fishing Event! 

 
Michigan Free Fishing Weekend. No License required. 

Sunday, February 20th 9am – 2pm 

Registration located at Lake St Clair Metro Park (Metro 
Beach), Seawall Shelter 

Free Event! 

Children Learn to Ice Fish! 

(All children must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian) 

Refreshments, food, hot chocolate and Prizes for all kids! 

     

 

 

                         

 

 

In partnership with the Michigan United Conservation Clubs 

Call the Club Hot Line @ 1-586-778-0480 or See LSCWA.NET 

Individuals or groups wishing to donate prizes may contact the Hot Line! Event depends on acceptable ice 
conditions.  
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 Detroit’s #1 Bait & Tackle Dealers 
  Live Bait Rods Reels Lures All Your Fishing Needs  

 
Hours: M-F 6am to 8pm   Sat/Sun 5am to 8pm 

 
Moe’s Bait & Tackle                Big Moe’s Bait & Tackle 
14712 E. Jefferson                   6440 E. Jefferson 
Detroit, MI 48207                    Detroit, MI 48207 
313.824.5222                           313.259.1176   
 

 

FISHING TACKLE – ARCHERY – PET FOOD 
BIRD SEED – LIVE BAIT

1426 Oakland Ave., St. Clair, MI 
Owners: Bill & Theresa Barrons 

810-329-2253

 ComfortZoneCharters.com
Lake St. Clair & Erie / Detroit & St. Clair River 

Captain Jerry• 586-482-0026
jercomfort@aol.com

Lit
ho

 Prin
tin

g &
 Grap

hic
s 

PROOF



FISHING REPORT (586) 777-7008                    Email: info@lakesidefishingshop.com

989-738-5600

Fax: 989-738-5820

P.O. Box 86
Port Austin, MI 48467

10% Off
Nets

10% Off
Premade 
Combos

20% Off
Sunglasses

10% Off
All Soft 
Plastics

GARY PATCHAK
32393 LAKEPOINT

CHESTERFIELD, MI 48047
586-725-1863
FAX 725-3148

WWW.PGACOLLISION.COM

Printing & Graphics 

Full Color Printing • Color Copies 
Brochures • Newsletters • Flyers

Booklets • Forms • Business Cards
Postcards • Graphic Design

Signs & Banners • Fast Service!

Celebrating 54 Years!Celebrating 54 Years!

21541 Gratiot Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021
Phone 586.772.6067

Fax 586.774.2077
www.lithoprinting.com

Best Prices in Town • New Customer Discount

586-754-2940

2769 E. Nine Mile Rd.
Warren, MI 48091

Outboard
Specialist

Bill & Kandy
Ph: (586) 716-9600
Fax: (586) 716-4422

Certified
Sales & Service

7321 Dyke Rd.
Algonac, MI 48001

ROSE MARINE SERVICE, INC.

2511 Jefferson (Corner 10 Mile & Jefferson) 
(586) 777-7003 • Fax: (586) 777-1730

Hours: 
M-F 6-7:30  

Sat: 6-6 • Sun: 6-5

American • Canadian 
Walpole Licenses 

Available

LAKESIDE FISHING SHOP
“YOUR ONE STOP FISHING SHOP” 

Visit us online @ www.lakesidefishingshop.com

BEACON LIGHT
HOME INSPECTIONS

Illuminating Your Home Purchase
BBB rated A+

David A. Wilemski
Licensed Building Inspector

Licensed Builder for Over 30 Years
(586) 292-6143

daw.licbldr@gmail.com
www.beaconlighthomeinspections.com
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